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FLY UK had b.cn 11) Norrherr lrcland in
prcuous )ears. blr Ln nme 10 rh. 2012
ad!.nlLu. the ruLl.s lo. UK piors llymg
sourh o1 the bordd hld b.e. r.laxrd so.
on a SLonous sunnf morning *. rrk rh.
nlsr srcp 2l mrles a.n,ss waI(J h.m rh.
Mull olGallolvry o Q)u.r) lr^!d. which
scem.d to rak. no rnne ar lll

I sas rn rh. .ompa.y.I Colin (Sky-
Rlngrr C CETV) who helps Dr. lvnh rhc
inr.racnr. ide oI rhe f\'UK rv.bs,r..
John Nlundr and srmon sroodL+ (Skr
RanSer C CUL) aka The Br.dklasr Bo)i
(owins ro rhe,r relu.Iance to llf b€nr.
a heair) .o.ktd br.aklasr) .nd Janr.s
sandars (Qua.rum c ],{KZF). a no!i..
bul a.complishcd alrenrurcr who sas

Lft)sn.t rvarer lor rhe hrn lm. l$asinnl)finsr)

I boushl mI mi.roLghl r. 2tl0+, bur $.n in 20I2
I rt JJ . h..-.'.o,.1 .'. '\\ j \\. loo,

lll,nA'ro r,..1 ri'A.
ams. ro I hld pur u oll lor roo l.nrl I h.n, ai rhe
lasr min c I hrard $hyn. Chang was ,).ta.iz,ng
a .ours. ar Plii*ows my held 50 I en(,ll.d a.d
old'.',.1P . b.rrr "'il)r
No$ l sas lully legall

To Ilr r.ro t,Lrr w( nt.d.d ro be prop..ly aurhoF
rsed bIIhe IAA S. s. hld du\'senr oltph,no,.p,rs
ol our do.um.nrs end rh. rpfh.arion hrms Lo h!\c
our hc.n..s vaLdated N.w $,rh validaoon do.u
m.nls tu(k.d rnlo orr li.rir.c wa leri aLonsside orr

I P,i,,/. rlrlli?l]r.i6 r.{irir.n.,r n!\ r.,nori.l
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Photos C ear sk es approachif g the Llul (above)r and
afterdepartinq Banlry
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\rlth,r ,rln, k.(\,. rt rit l\ n,\. \.s
.r \..\ \r pr.i..r..l rL.tkil \rrh n.1r
l\ .u I tr$ ,!r :lr. .rl)r,,r rl!r riii drl
i,r .r.n.r. !i l,r rn. n.rLtrLr\ .l lL.kli
\h.J. :li gr,:ji n..!1.(.!LLL,,{,,rrt rlt
h..J....lra r.ll:nq lr r.rdn\l rr.n rh.
\ir irlrL1 :.(r m.u. n !Lll , LL r r,, k..l
rh.n L. !(\\lr.ndrrnll

.111,.\L lr h!nr..l ih. \ltri ,r,: \rr
.(j r!hr I rL,rr. ,!f br \in!.rr \.trLqh,in
\ r.Ihxl rrJ.u rri t'\,iLSh.\ rla tr.
,r\L! tir ll. T,\(ll(] fh.r. r! rlrj
.l i!nr.r(16,Lr,:,,.:\ l,y,,rrli.rl. i t,r.
rlr \,ii x.r .f,. r, fi.fr !! .n rlr ll.la
!rr.. \..:.urn.( .L(],tr irrv.l.r..,( r(,
rrr \..{h.r \. \r \rtu lLrr.! !rd\..1,
\.( (lf r nr.L,,,,:r\,ti.rr L,.rr rrd lLr.
L.,F r:r!n hr. bf.,,.LLll,.L I n, \.,.1,

\l\ . ,,,: |.{ m..r.r\ rr,,u R.r:h,or,l..
tr1.,. tr. h. iropt.d .r.J n.rd.( [.1
Ir \ri rrn,!.rht Lr !.-.rsr t ri.rLrirrlLi
n\ n.r h,,t I nrL]r' .trr.r.t..l r lfr run ul)
r l J,,.rl i,! l,.r rh. q!.rlLL\ f1 rh. nrLll
Lrt hx( h\rr,r \ir \..1 I b (x,. rL. rlrr
ior!. lnln rrri !.n.rS. rn th. n\\ i

lh. p! rr h.rl.n. nlrh.- I r.j..n
arg r,i. J .r, .,\: \'hr.I \.r. t,,r1,1,,, .r ru
if,!rr..,rli \.., k..tr. rr. r\pi (rrh

rgx rI r.,r.,[. rh.
.r,Lt. .: ..tr1, rr:mN \irhrn{ \(,i!
Nt, th.r LL:r rr. nI r.\ ., rrLLfhiri
rr:,( |.r l' .r r.r n,srng Lfr,(onri
:,\\ i!nrhu .l l,r!.rr h,(l'.D.l,!,r, r,r
,rL!r'\,r, \r,r:, i!. ,,r(l rt l\rr,r, r.\
\l,L,h,lr,\\.r rltr |,trf :r.( :.nrl., il,.rs
L:' '-L'r! r|..r.li ,,.1,ib.r

\Lr\ L,,ai .(,1 rrr, . Ll ,.L I rl \.r .r .
i.rr rll.r]r.r li\ I rri l)LLr I \,rj IllLis

rr\..ni rLl ...r,nrf Th. d,'pl,,r \',,s
nr(rnqinr.rli it l{. ULr .

(li r,t),il ,,ll rhir .\r, rh.!Ah rh.
l)u.p \,,i lr .n g,ril(n:r. I tr.r r*!r.(l
rr.( Lt h.rd .(.rnLr |.ri;.d I n.:sh(!.rnd

Ir ri. nLLC.sr.d rhir I

l)!r , lr\ m!. :irr, ,nri nir Lrr'. r. rhtr
..k.d Lr\. b,n I n.N r.nsLi!L'.1 rhr mix
r.n! L(, .r nli i(r,,kr.L.( 4..In.d

\lri,.rih.trJ,i(!.son)r\rj.Lll{, rfd
.!t I \ij r\k.rl r., pi\ llf( irr ,r \iAr.
[mb. ,, lrtrcs nh (tr rrn]ld n r. b.
.L 1.\'.Lr.i lt\t rlr,n rh. n!. tL\r. ,,nd
rh. r\ r.. r r.r irr.!i.d .,, rnr i h!..h .1
fLLn h.n,,i,ij lr..r rh.lhnp l.r.ur rnf
\\o,1. hur rm.i,,i[a

thr n,L,rlr \ rjr il 1r.h.. \ is ALo nnLi
l,r t I r,!n|.nr\ fl lr..! I r{,k r r(,rrl,
,!rl so Lt Erdr r i!\r nr i.r | 1,, rhf h..k
\nli r \r\c rLr rii. Ila..Ll{i,,n B.ys \ho
n.,i jrIIrn! .x rh. .tpon. rL., n,rrh
\i.rtr.!J' .L L!rC rh. ..rn. r. ,,ss qi.x:
i.r ,.r! \hL.h ;plLr rh. hLsh .u,.[1,r.

:P..(i.!l!. {.ri,r TI. ..L,nr.fI
p.rl. tr,( r ,rr'l .n\.(.l] |L,r,n birN..n
rl\r. \.r !.t r.(Dr l,,r ,, \h. (n\ \ \ ir i

l.r(, ir,Liritr l.Lfr l(! rri nrghr. \ln..i.
r rr.\i.r hr'.i!;r nirj (,rr .l .t ;1; in
tr. lrtl,rf . .LnI ., I,.,r.rhbL. t,

headrng ior the mou.tar.s
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lislrr r.(lr!rlLt,h,,i\ l!...., \. (.r
..ul\ :,, lrt,ldl, sf \h.r r! :,r(,..r!ir
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l,.n .d.(rnLi n, dL.Lln, r,.r JrL \rrl
r,,rr.hi.,, r,!\l \.Il1r r.:n..f rirr
n,!Di \. 1,. ,.\i:(l ird \.,. ri\ri,1
\ rr.r hLli,.,,r rrrf rr\1..1 I .r U L t. ,r

I .lt l'h.r,\\: .n rlr. Ll.r\ .r r.l
f.\,,.r i1.\ ,r. n.rr.r L) \.iiLr.rl:r,,r
.! rf l rh..r.L .r I\I1\]r I \\jrr.L
r i( rrtrhLf! l!r!{r h.iL,rd. r \,,i.r L.Nl

\rrr |!ll,:r ,,, \.r\ lrtr, i, l.ll uJ
rlr rr.u ri ll t!rn:, lx,rl,.\i.lh.
b,,.m. nu. rL:ltrrL r i, ,!, rr. :,rr!L
,h\ \f.rlr D.ur!(l lS frL.ri ., r,l i-

\L.r .L\ \r!.r rr: hirrl .Lrrr \.
(l nlrt\rl ,l.r ,r l)rr.r h.nr\ rr l:,.,b.L,i
rhi: .L r., L.,ldrr,,.-i.L,.,!r (, (.Fr.
l\.fiJ\ lL r r i. irllrr 0 r \T(r .l fr,::r
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Preparing to depart Abbeyleix, centra I Eire (top);and the author foldinq his6a( ready

t-i6t class, ol .ourse. Unlb.runately rhe
T\5 in the arm were nor workinS. so we
had !o go ro rh. pub lor our emetain
ment Happih rhe airfield was marked on
the sreet signs so w€ found ourway back.

The lollos ing day we were making our
way ba.k to rh€ UK, so rhe plan was ro
d.op inlo SLgo, which is a properairporr
Class C airspace, proper procedures, etc.
Ir is.apable ol raking large passenSerjers,
so ri has a real deparrure lounge wrh a ba.
and rhings.

Unlortunarely rh. airlines have now
sone eLs€ehere so we had rhe lacllries
almost to ourselves From rh.r. we were
able to make a drrecr flighr ro the Island
ot Bure in s.odand which would avoid a

stop in Nl and so save on€ srage ot no,
tilying special branch, cusroms erc. And

it meant only II miles across \rarer ioo
just a short hop At 3h, it tras quire a LonS

flisht though
whar agreat dme we d had in lrelandl

Noqrvhile crxisingba.kto rhe UK,l had
nme to reflecr. Over ihe warer I srarred
thinkingback to my radio cou6e, rec.ndy
passed. All rhat sruff abou! requesring a

VDFi advising of diveBionsj requ€sring
seather reporls; Mayday calk

Mayday caLls? Yes, Mayday calls. l'd
had my engin€ siop lasi )er over Heft-
tordshrre bur shar if I had beenjusr her€.
right above rhe Norrh Channel. when I

had my engrn€ tailure? whar il l was fly,
ing lrom Sligo ro BLlre, and abour hallway
beteeen Ireland and the Mull of Kinryre.
ohen the donkey took a break?

Hmm. what response would l ger liom
those nice boys in D&D? well, weren r

we supposed to do a praciice pan ar some
time to g.t some experience in? I know,
why not Bive it a go righr now, and see

OK, as I was ai 6500tt I probably
wouldnl have bothered if it had happened
for real, as I could p.obably have ghded
in to Campbehown. And anyway I was rn
rhe company oi rhr€e orher air.rah irho
would have given rhe call for m€. whafs
more, thanks to a dead batrery my radio
doesnl work when the engine srops.

whar rhe h.ck. I let rhe orhers know
rhat l would QsY to I2l 5MHz fo. a prac
tice pan. A liftle surprised, they lollowed
me and heard my calL

"PracIice pan, pmcti.e pan, pracrice
pan, Goll Mike whisky E.ho Zulu, pmc-

Nothing heard, so afier a paDse I tried
again.

"Practi.e pan, pmcdce pan, pracri.e
pan. Golf Mike whiskl Echo Zulu, prac

stilL noihrng heard
l rhlnkI llget the aerial checked belor.

next year New bartery roo, huhl
From Bute we reached Glentorsa. as

lar north as we would ger, Ior chips ar
the harbour and an erening in rhe bars
ot Tobermory, rhen, wrih a break in rhe
weather on Thursdry', rhree of us crepr
inlo Srrarhaven benearh the clouds. fihe
Bleaktasl BoF didnl ger our otClenfora
because lhe break in th. weather came be
tore their repast was complere ) \\,e w.re
given a rour ol Colin M.Kinnon\ Grand
Design house bur tor us u was pEza and
the.Lxbhouse tor ihe nighrl

Fridays weatherwas appalling and we
onlyjusi managed ro gei away h.ading
for ihe lighier skies on rhe easr coasr. we
were lbllowing the rainfalt radar ro 6nd
the gaps, but the wearher sysrems caxSh!
us oul. so we diverred inro Midlem and
were looked alier by the tarmer Robin
Johnson, and his lamily unrilrhe wearher
cleared sulficiently for a run down rh€ \rl-
l.v and inio Kirkbride
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Fly-UK:
What it's about
TO fly by day and socaalizeby
night - that's the motto of Fly-
UK and we do it in spades.

Ead year we try to str€tchthe
boundaries of weekend flying
byattempting to reach the far
corners ofour islands.lt's not
justfor hard nuts, bur for anyone
who wants an experienae within
their personal limits.

2Ol3 is our lothyear-one
fullwe€k offlying and fun. Starts
Friday l4June.Why not register
now at www.fly-uk.orq?


